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Art Unit: 3662 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 171-226 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

On lines 1-3 of independent claim 171, it is unclear in context if the "signal 
medium" is claimed as part of the overall claimed "infrastructure system for 
telecommunication" (line 1). It is noted that the "signal medium" (line 3) is recited 
immediately after the transitional word "comprising" (line 2), but it is not clear how 
a "signal medium unable to support predictable connectivity and bandwidth " 
could be part of an "infrastructure system for telecommunication." 

On lines 1 -4 of independent claim 1 71 , it is unclear in context if the "given 
telecommunication platform" (line 4) is claimed as part of the overall 
"infrastructure system for telecommunication" or is merely mentioned as part of 
the phrase describing the "signal medium." 

On lines 5-6 of independent claim 171 , the words "signal conditioning 
using transponders" are indefinite and unclear in context in that the phrase 
presents an action rather than a structural element of the claimed "system." The 
action of "signal conditioning" can not be claimed in an apparatus claim apart 
from claimed structure to perform the action. Perhaps, "transponders for signal 
conditioning" is what was meant. 
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On line 6 of independent claim 171 , the pronoun "that" lacks clear 
antecedent basis. 

On line 8 of independent claim 171 , "signal conditioning" is indefinite and 
unclear in context in that it appears to be the recitation of a function or action 
apart from structure to perform the function or action. 

On line 1 1 of independent claim 171 , the pronoun "that" lacks clear 
antecedent basis. 

On line 1 1 of independent claim 171 , the phrase, "comparable to coaxial 
and twisted pair systems" is Indefinite and unclear in context in that the claim 
language does not make clear and definite what range of "properties" would be 
"comparable." 

On lines 12-13 of independent claim 171, it is unclear in context if the "D/A 
and A/D physical layer" is claimed as part of the overall claimed "system." 

On line 12 of independent claim 171, it is unclear in context what the 
subject of the verb "enabling" is. 

On line 13 of independent claim 171 , the phrase, "to be connected" is 
indefinite and unclear in context in that it does not claim connection clearly and 
definitely. 

Dependent claims 172-226 are unclear at least in that they depend from 
unclear independent claim 171 . 
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3. Claim 171 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

4. Claims 172-226 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) 
under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of 
the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

5. Any Inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bernarr E. Gregory whose telephone number is (571) 

272- 6972. The examiner can normally be reached on weekdays from 7:30 AM to 4:00 
PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas H. Tarcza, can be reached on (571) 272-6979. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
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you have questions on access to tine Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/Bernarr E. Gregory/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3662 



